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From the Rabbi’s Desk    

Dear Congregants, 

 new year stands be-

fore us. Not as a 

promise that everything 

will be easy, but as an invi-

tation to become more 

intentional, more ground-

ed, and more faithful to 

what truly matters. 

he past year has 

shaped us. Some of 

its lessons were learned 

publicly, others privately, in 

moments of struggle, loss, 

or quiet endurance. Jewish 

tradition never asks us to 

look away from complexi-

ty. It asks us to meet reali-

ty with honesty and to 

sanctify it through how we 

live. 

elcoming 2026 

means choosing 

depth over noise. Thought 

over reaction. Responsibil-

ity over resignation. Our 

tradition is rigorous be-

cause life is rigorous. To-

rah does not offer escape. 

It offers meaning. It teach-

es that moral clarity is built 

slowly, through daily choic-

es, disciplined learning, and 

ethical action. 

his year also reminds 

us how much 

strength already exists 

within this community. 

Strength that has carried 

families through difficult 

seasons. Strength that has 

sustained learning, prayer, 

and acts of care even when 

energy was low and an-

swers were unclear. That 

strength is real, and it is 

enduring. 

his year calls for 

strengthening what 

sustains us. Learning that 

challenges the mind. Prayer 

that refines the heart. Acts 

of kindness that restore 

human dignity. The sages 

taught that the world 

stands on truth, justice, 

and peace. These pillars 

are not ideals alone. They 

are practices, expressed in 

speech, behavior, and the 

way disagreement is han-

dled. 

ommunity is not cre-

ated by uniformity. It 

is created by covenant. By 

the willingness to carry 

responsibility for one an-

other even when differ-

ences remain. In a frac-

tured world, that commit-

ment is not only demand-

ing. It is deeply hopeful. 

et 2026 be a year of 

earned hope. Hope 

grounded in effort. In con-

sistency. In small, faithful 

acts that may never be no-

ticed yet never go to 

waste. Let it be a year of 

growth without pretense, 

courage without hardness, 

and faith that strengthens 

both mind and soul. 

ay this year bring 

healing where there 

has been pain, clarity 

where there has been con-

fusion, and renewed confi-

dence in the goodness that 

can still be built together. 

ith blessings for a 

meaningful and ele-

vating year ahead, 

 

Rabbi Moshe P. 
Weisblum, PhD 
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Please feel free to contact  
Gail Jeby-Levy and Jerry  

Wohlstetter at 

president@congbt.org 

Message from the Co-Presidents  
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The Congregation  

Beth Tikvah Times  
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 3710 Woodbine Ave. 

Wantagh, New York  

11793 

516-785-2445 

Gail Jeby-Levy 

irst, we want to wish everyone a 

very happy and healthy secular New 
Year!  May 2026 be a year of peace, 

health, happiness, and wishes that come 
true. 

his past month we celebrated a very 

joyous and uplifting Chanukah party-
one that we will long remember. 

s we step into January, we are re-
minded that the Jewish calendar gives 

us a rare gift: the chance to begin again 
more than once. We’ve already welcomed 

5786 with the introspection of the High 
Holy Days, and now the secular New 

Year invites us to pause once more—this 
time not with solemnity, but with possibil-

ity.  It also brings Tu B’Shevat, the New 
Year of the Trees.  It’s a holiday that re-

minds us that growth often begins invisi-
bly, beneath the surface.  Even in the cold-

est months, roots deepen. Our communi-
ty is no different.  The seeds we plant now
-through learning, connection, and gener-

osity-become the strong branches that 
support us throughout the year.   

anuary always arrives with a kind of 

quiet afterglow. The candles of Chanu-
kah have long since burned down, Christ-

mas lights are slowly disappearing from 
our neighbors’ homes, and the world feels 

like it’s exhaling after a month filled with 
celebration, family, and ritual. 

t’s a good moment to reflect on the 
unique relationship between these two 

holidays (Chanukah and Christmas)—
distinct in meaning, history, and theology, 

yet inevitably intertwined in the rhythm of 

American life. 

or Jews living in a predominantly 
Christian society, Chanukah often be-

comes part of a broader cultural season. 
Many of us grew up navigating the dual 

experience of honoring our own tradi-
tions while being surrounded by the im-

agery, music, and excitement of Christ-
mas. And while the holidays are not paral-

lel—one marks a military victory and the 
rededication of the Temple, the other 
celebrates the birth of Jesus. But perhaps 

the most meaningful connection between 
them is not historical or religious at all. 

It’s emotional. 

oth holidays bring light into the dark-
est time of the year. Families gather 

around tables, stories, and rituals. Both 
remind us that hope is something we kin-

dle—sometimes with a match, sometimes 
with a melody, sometimes simply by 

showing up for one another. 

n recent years, many interfaith fami-

lies have found thoughtful ways to honor 
both traditions without blending them. 

They light the menorah with intention, 
celebrate Christmas with relatives re-

spectfully, and teach their children that 
identity is strengthened—not diluted—

when we understand the traditions 
around us. These conversations, held 

around kitchen tables and living room so-
fas, are part of the evolving story of 
American Judaism. 

Continued  on Page 10 

Congregation Beth Tikvah thanks Investors Foundation and Citizens Philanthropic Foundation for their  

generous grant support. The Citizens Philanthropic Foundation partnered with Investors Foundation to  

underwrite Congregation Beth Tikvah Times.  

Celebrate your birthday, 

anniversary, or any  

special occasion with us 

and sponsor a Kiddush or 

Oneg Shabbat.  

Please call  

Bruce Hartman  

516-974-6647 
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YAHRZEITS 

In Memory of 

Irving Spiegel, Gary's father,  

   by Linda & Gary Spiegel & Family 

Max Drummer, Mark’s grandfather,  

   by Sandra & Mark Drummer & 

   Family 

Daniel Drummer, Mark's father,  

   by Sandra & Mark Drummer & 

   Family 

Annie Cohen, Sol's mother,  

   by Solomon Cohen 

Minnie Blumenthal,  Alice's  

   grandmother, by Alice Eckstein 

Barry Eckstein, Alice's husband,  

   by Alice Eckstein & Sons 

William Shuchman, Sandra's Father-in- 

   Law, by Sandra Shuchman 

Ira Shuchman, Sandra's husband,  

   by Sandra Shuchman 

Theodore L. Tetenbaum, Sandra's  

   father, by Sandra & Mark Drummer 

   & Family 

Joseph Hess, Barry's father, by  

   Barry Hess 

Douglas Treshan, Rose's husband,  

   by Rose Treshan 

Nathan Wald, Jody's father,  

   by Susan & Jody Wald 

Myron Levin, Lorraine's Brother-in- 

   Law, by Lorraine Levin 

Joel Levin, Lorraine's Father-in-Law,  

   by Lorraine Levin 

Jeanette Goldberg, Judy's mother,  

   by Judy M. Horowitz 

Dorris Huth, Karen's aunt,  

   by Karen & Robert Seltzer 

Ruth Seltzer, Robert's mother,  

   by Karen & Robert Seltzer 

Susan Lappen, Shelley's sister,  

   by Shelley Slutsky 

Sara Landman, Aaron's mother,  

   by Aaron Landman 

Joseph Lemberg, Madeline's father,  

   by Madeline & Mike Ross 

Regina Panzer, Shirley's mother,  

   by Shirley & Barry Bogner 

Douglas Treshan, Gregg & Joshua's  

   father, by Gregg & Joshua Treshan 

Seymour Lassman, Steve's father,  

   by Laura & Steve Lassman 

Theodore Garb, Celia's husband,  

   by Celia Garb 

Viola Frieda Friedman, Michael's  

   mother, by Michael Friedman 

Marilyn Gilsen, Ilene's sister,  

   by Ilene & Steve Leibowitz 

Gladys Bloom, Stuart's mother,  

   by Marilyn & Stuart Spector 

Samuel Schwartz, Fran's father,  

   by Fran & Neil Bezerman 

Florence Rosenkrantz, Richard's 

   mother, by Deborah &  

   Richard Rosenkrantz 

George G. Wechsler, Sandra's  

   husband, by Sandra Wechsler 

Donations 
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Please Note: 

The minimum cost of a donation to appear is $18. 

Mitzi L. Bergen, Sandra's mother, 

   by Sandra Wechsler 

Rosalie Abramowitz, Bill's sister,  

   by Susan & Bill Freeda 

Samuel Tetenbaum, Sandra's 

   grandfather by Sandra & Mark  

   Drummer & Family 

Morris Choleff, Susan's stepfather, 

   by Susan & Bill Freeda 

Bernard Stern, Selma's husband,  

   by Selma Stern 

Barbara Lachow, Esta's Mother-in- 

   Law, by Esta Lachow 

Herman Panzer, Shirley's father, 

   by Shirley & Barry Bogner 

Martha Bogner, Barry's mother,  

   by Shirley & Barry Bogner & 

   Family 

Bessie Posner, Mona's Mother-in- 

   Law, by Mona Posner 

Libby Freed, Gita's Mother-in-Law, 

   by Gita Freed 

Minnie Frost, Fran's grandmother, 

   by Fran & Neil Bezerman 

Alfred Keslinger, Esta's father,  

   by Esta Lachow 

Eli Wald, Jody's brother,  

   by Susan & Jody Wald 

Victor Lutzker, Gerald's son,  

   by Gerald Lutzker 

Benjamin Greenhaus, Susan's  

   father, by Susan & Bill Freeda 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

In Honor of 

Carole's Birthday Aliyah, by Carole Friedman 

The Rabbi's new grandson, by Gail Jeby-Levy 

The Rabbi's new grandson, by Sherry Cohen 

The Rabbi's grandson's Bar Mitzvah, by Gail Jeby-Levy 

The Rabbi's new grandson & Bar Mitzvah of a grandson,  

   by Jerry Wohlstetter 

Norma Raspler's 90th Birthday, by Shelley & Fred Klein 

Fran & Neil Bezerman's new grandson, by Alice Eckstein 

 

In Memory of 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother,  

   by Diana & Cary Spickler 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother, by Alice Eckstein 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother, by Regina Leaf 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother, by Elsa Lew 

Stanley Rottell, Esther Kamlet's brother, by Gail Jeby-Levy 

Stanley Rottell, Esther Kamlet's brother, by Regina Leaf 

Stanley Rottell, Esther Kamlet's brother, by Alice Eckstein  

Steven Feller, Audrey Berman's brother, by Selma Stern 

Steven Feller, Audrey Berman's brother,  

   by Shelley & Larry Slutsky 

Steven Feller, Audrey Berman's brother, by Richard Slutzah 

Ida Epstein, Barbara Epstein's Sister-in-Law,  

   by Alice Eckstein 

Martha Berman Tobias, Shoshana Bazini's grandmother,  

   by Shelley & Larry Slutsky 

 

Speedy Recovery to 

Wendy Trontz, by Gail Jeby-Levy 

Wendy Trontz, by The Board of Trustees 

Susan Wald, by Shelley & Larry Slutsky 

 
Continued  on Page 34 
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We are sure that you 

have noticed the 

Tree of Life in the 

Lobby of our  

Synagogue! There are 

plenty of Leaves      

available to  

commemorate a  
Special Occasion. 

How about a Bar or 

Bat Mitzvah Leaf or a 

Leaf for a New Baby 

in the  Family?  
Please call Esther 

Kamlet @ 516-735-

0796 

TREE OF LIFE   Thank You 

Thank you to our 190 guests who attended this year's Chanukah Party.  

A special thank you to everyone on the Chanukah Party Committee. They 

are: 

Meredith Slutzah-Bernstein, Fran Bezerman, Neil Bezerman,  Bob Cooper, 

Bruce Hartman, Leah Hartman,  Harvey Rabinowitz, Ronald Schwartz, Larry 

Slutsky,  Stu Spector, Jody Wald,  Rabbi Weisblum, Jerry Wohlstetter, and 

Avery Grantis 

Thank you also to Dr. Mark Perlman and Dylan Perlman for donating tickets 

to their Argyle Theater in Babylon for our raffle. 

Ab Roher 

Chanukah Party Chairperson 

 

Thank you to my CBT family for your well wishes and donations to CBT for 

my speedy recovery after my recent surgery. Knowing that people are con-

cerned helps during my recovery. 
Larry Slutsky 

 

Thanks to everyone for good wishes and donations following my knee sur-

gery. It was much appreciated. 

Marty Brochstein 
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January 3 — Champagne Kiddush (rescheduled!) 

January 10 — Wohlstetter Family Torah Dedication 

January 13  — Lecture Series: The Life of Mickey Marcus 

January 18 — Bikur Cholim Blood Drive  

January 25 — Sisterhood Challah Bake & Breakfast 

January 31 — Tu B’Shevat Seder 

Coming Events  

Announcements 

DOLLARS FOR DONATIONS 
Do you have a household item you want to sell? 

List it in the Beth Tikvah Times, and 100% of the 

proceeds of the sale will be donated to Congre-

gation Beth Tikvah. 

For example, if you have a chair that you no 

longer want,  or a drum set that’s just taking up 

space, you can list it for sale (with a suggested 

price), with all the proceeds going back to CBT.   

Email your name, phone number, item descrip-

tion, picture of the item and what price you 

would like to list it for to AB ROHER at 

ab_roher@cotyinc.com. He will then post it and 

you will then negotiate the sale with congregant 

who wants it. 

 

MONTHLY TEHILLIM PRAYER GROUP 
Anyone interested in reciting tehillim of 

strength, gratitude or healing see Leah Hartman 

or Fran Rosenberg for details. This will occur on 

the 2nd Tuesday of each month upon request, 

meeting in the shul library.  

 

LEARN CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
Interested in learning conversational Hebrew 

with the Rabbi?  If interested, please call the of-

fice. We are trying to organize a morning, after-

noon, evening or possibly Sunday class. Why not 

give it a try!!!!!!! 

 
SISTERHOOD SOCIAL ACTION  

COMMITTEE 
Sisterhood is looking for a few women to help 

with Social Action. Please give us a little of your 

time.   

Get involved!! If you have any questions, please 

contact Doris Joltin. 

 

CBT SUPPORT GROUP 
The CBT Support Group met on Monday,  De-

cember 1. Looking ahead, we hope to meet 

again on Monday, January 5,  Monday February 

9, and Monday March 9th. All of our meetings 

are at CBT at 11 am. 

If you have any "cares to unburden" in a warm, 
welcoming, confidential, non-judgmental group, 

we are here to support you. 

We continue to welcome new members. 

Whether you are a member of CBT or not, we 

are here for you. Looking forward to seeing you 

on Monday, Jan 5 at 11 am. 

 Susan Wald    



Announcements 
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CBT Irving Freed Men’s Club 

Jody Wald 

Sisterhood 

Ada Marcus 

We are already into our new secular 

year.  Time is flying, and it’s time to join 

Sisterhood in some upcoming events! 

We enjoyed a delicious and fun Chanu-

kah celebration on December 2nd.  

Thanks to Sherry and Arline, and all the 

volunteers who helped put it together.  

Our shopping day was a great success.  

We joined forces this year with our 

Men’s Club, and we had many volunteers 

as well as vendors in this joint venture.  

Thank you to Beth and Karen for doing 

all the planning and work that went into 

making this successful, and thank you to 

all the volunteers and Men’s Club mem-

bers who contributed to this event. 

Our January events include a book dis-

cussion on January 4th about “All Who 

Go Do Not Return” by Shulem Deen.  

This is a true story of a man leaving his 

orthodox community.  Join us for an 

interesting discussion. 

On January 7th we will host our annual 

Game Night.  Bring your game (mahjong, 

canasta, Scrabble, etc.) and enjoy an 

evening out with friends. 

On January 25th, at 9:30 AM, come bake 

some challah and enjoy a light breakfast.  

Merri and Robin will be leading us in the 

art of baking challah.  You will bring 

home your challah to bake.  The cost is 

$5.  Please sign up in advance.  Look for 

the flyer with all the information. 

Our toy drive is over.  The mitzvah pro-

By the time this article goes to print, 

Hanukkah will long be over.  It doesn’t 

matter to me if you like your latkes with 

sour cream or apple sauce, as long as 

you eat in good health.  I hope everyone 

enjoyed the Hanukkah Holiday celebrat-

ing the festival of light.   Of course, by 

now, you must have cleaned the candle 

wax out of your menorah and put it 

away till next year. 

We are all still recovering from the hor-

rible massacre on Bondi Beach in Syd-

ney, Australia.  Again, we were all glued 

to our television sets watching our fel-

low Jews being murdered at a holiday 

celebration on the beach.  This had 

nothing to do with Israel or Gaza or pol-

itics.  This was a religious celebration, 

celebrating the Jewish holiday of Hanuk-

kah.  Just shows that we must always 

remain vigilant.  We can never let our 

guard down, whether we are on the 

beach in Sydney, in downtown Buenos 

Aires, Argentina or outside the main 

synagogue in Rome, Italy.  All of these 

places are sites of recent attacks against 

innocent Jewish people trying to live 

their lives in a peaceful manner.  

The Men’s Club, together with the sis-

terhood of Congregation Beth Tikvah 

worked hard and had another successful 

holiday bazaar to show for it.  All the 

vendors I spoke to had only good things 

to say about the event.  I would like to 

thank the committee of Beth, Karen and 

Larry and all of the volunteers who came 

down to help make the bazaar such a 

success.   

On December 11, the Men’s Club went 

back to the UBS Arena for Jewish Herit-

age night. Over 20 of us came out to 

root for the Islanders and watch them 

win a very exciting game. Thanks, Neil, 

for arranging another great evening.  

Neil has already said he will try to ar-

range another outing at another Islander 

game this year, so if you did not come to 

Continued on Page 26 

Continued on Page 26 
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Chavurah 

  Linda Katz              Sherry Cohen 

Come to our lunch at Wing Wan Kosher Chinese 

Restaurant 

248 Hempstead Ave., West Hempstead 

Sunday, January 11  1pm   

Cost: $45 

Hope you all are sending your checks into the office by 

January 4! 

 

Linda and Sherry 

 



CBT greatly benefits from your 

participation and it doesn’t cost 

you anything extra. You can 

defer the $100 year-end charge 

as well. 

 

Cards from many local supermar-

kets are available and in stock!  

 

We also have on hand a small 

inventory of cards from some 

great stores and restaurants that 

are usually only available by spe-

cial order.  Bed, Bath & Beyond 

and Target are stores that many 

of us shop in.  

 

Restaurants that we have inven-

tory on are Starbucks, Cheese-

cake Factory, Outback and Ruby 

Tuesday.   

 

If you would like to purchase any 

gift cards, please call me at (516) 

532-6827 to place your orders. 
 

Thanks for your support of this 

most important program. 

 

 
 
 
Sol Zweben 
(516) 532-6827 

 

Support Congregation Beth Tikvah -  Why Participate in the Gift Card  

Program? 

Shul Gifts  

Tree of  Life                          

$125 

Contact Esther Kamlet   

735-0796 

 

Memorial Plaque $235 

Contact Harold Stern  

516-524-0092 

howster21yahoo.com 

 

Etz Chayim Chumash                                        

$125 

Contact the office 

 

Lev Shalem Machzor 

$36 - Contact the office 

 

Sponsor a Kiddush    

See price list on P. 39, or 

contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Stand up Basic Oneg     

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Jerry Friedman  

Memorial Walkway  

$75/brick 

Contact Dave Kamlet or 

Lorraine Levin  

There are many happy occa-

sions in our lives; births, 

marriages, engagements, 

anniversaries, bris, bar/bat 

mitzvah, birthdays, baby 

namings etc… 

If you would like to share 

your joy with us by purchas-

ing a gift from our shul, or 

sponsoring an oneg or kid-

dush, some of the costs are 

listed below.  

If you have a loss in your 

life, perhaps you would like 

to make a gift to our shul 

that will memorialize your 

loved one.  
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Haftarot 
Anyone who is interested in chanting 

or reading a Haftarah, please contact 

Leah Hartman at  

anmsmama@verizon.net.  

Thank  you. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR THE  

NEWSLETTER 
If you are submitting an article, please e-mail it to me at 

marty.brochstein@gmaiI.com. If possible, please also include the article with-

in the text of your e-mail in case I can’t open your attachments. If you are 

submitting a flyer to be placed in the newsletter, e-mail it to me as a pdf.  

 
All articles and flyers should be submitted by the 15th of the 

month for the next newsletter. 

 

Thanks in advance for your help and cooperation.  

 

Marty  Brochstein  

mailto:ifreed@optonline.net
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Message from the Co-Presidents  continued from page 2 
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s we move into January, the lights of both holidays 

may be packed away, but the values they repre-
sent remain with us: resilience, generosity, gratitude, 

and the belief that even in the darkest season, we can 
create warmth and connection. 

very January, after the wrapping paper has been 

recycled and the menorahs have been polished and 
put away, many of us find ourselves reflecting on the 

unique dance between Christmas and Chanukah. These 
holidays—so different in origin and purpose—often 

meet in the same living rooms, the same families, and 
the same hearts. 

nd some of the most meaningful insights come 
from the stories we tell. 

ne congregant once shared that her grandchil-

dren, growing up in an interfaith home, would run 
to the window each night in December—not to look 
for Santa, but to see whether the neighbors’ Christmas 

lights or their own menorah would shine brighter. 

er daughter told them, “Both lights matter. One 
reminds us of miracles, the other reminds us of 

generosity.”  

he children didn’t compare; they simply delighted 

in the glow. It was a reminder that children often 
understand coexistence better than adults do. 

nother member recalled a year when her son 

asked why Chanukah gifts were “smaller” than the 
Christmas presents his friends received. 

he answered honestly: “Chanukah isn’t about gifts. 
It’s about courage, identity, and rededication. "One 

of Her sons “still remembers that Chanukah as his fa-
vorite. The “small” gifts turned out to be the ones that 

lasted. 

any years ago, Gail invited a close Christian 
coworker to a Chanukah gathering. The cowork-

er had never seen a menorah lit in person. 

s the blessings were sung, she whispered, “This 

feels like Christmas Eve—quiet, hopeful, full of 
warmth.” It wasn’t a theological comparison; it was an 

emotional one. Two traditions, each with its own sa-
cred story, but both offering a moment of stillness in a 

noisy world. 

Gift‑giving has become a shared language of De-

cember in America. But the meaning  behind the 

gifts differs: 

• Christmas gifts often symbolize generosity, love, and 

the spirit of giving. 

• Chanukah gifts, in their modern form, reflect joy, fam-
ily connection, and the desire to make the holiday feel 
special for children growing up in a multicultural envi-

ronment. 

istorically, Chanukah gifts were modest coins, gelt, 
small tokens. The holiday was never meant to 

compete with Christmas. Yet in many Jewish homes, 

gift‑giving became a way to affirm Jewish identity rather 
than dilute it. A way to say: We have our own tradi-

tions, our own stories, our own light. 

y the time January arrives, the frenzy of Decem-
ber fades, and what remains are the values be-

neath the wrapping: 

• Resilience from the Chanukah story 

• Generosity from the Christmas season 

• Family and community from both 

• Light in dark times, shared across traditions 

hese holidays don’t merge, but they do speak to 
one another. They remind us that meaning isn’t 

found in the size of a gift but in the intention behind it. 

s we move into 2026, may we carry forward the 

best of both seasons: the courage of the Macca-
bees, the warmth of giving, and the simple joy of bring-

ing light—literal and metaphorical—into the world.  

ay this new month bring renewal, resilience, and 
moments of joy. 

ay the glow of the past month carry us forward 
into a year filled with clarity, kindness, purpose 

and peace. 

 

Shalom, 

Gail Jeby-Levy  

and  

Jerry Wohlstetter 

 Co-Presidents 
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Torah Fund Campaign 

The Torah Fund theme for 2025-2026 

is “Oseh Shalom – Maker of Peace”.  

Oseh Shalom Bimromav  “May the One 

who creates peace on high bring 

peace to us and to all Israel (and all 

who dwell on earth)” appears at the 

end of Kaddish and in other prayers 

and is also a song. 

The new pin was designed and pro-

duced in 

Israel and is 

a gift to 

Benefactors 

who do-

nate $180 

or more to 

Torah 

Fund. To 

become a benefactor please contact 

me at 516-783-1954 or by email 

fredbbb@optonline.net.  

Benefactor donations can be made by 

a check payable to Torah Fund or by 

credit card online at https://

inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/

donation/checkout. Checks for other 

donations or cards should be payable 

to Sisterhood. 

Have you tried sending Torah Fund 

Ecards?  The cards are sent by email 

with your customized message and 

cost $5.00 each. Remember to list our 

Sisterhood on the form so we get 

credit for your donation. Cards are 

available for Happy Birthday, Sympa-

thy, Get Well, Rosh Hashanah, Thank 

you, New Baby, Mazal Tov, All Pur-

pose, Mother’s Day, Happy Holiday, 

and Happy Hanukah. To order cards 

go to https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu.  

For paper Torah Fund cards contact 

Louise Goldberg 516-735-6008, Elaine 

Stein 516-694-5683 or Suzanne Suss-

wein 516-785-5680. Cards are $5.00 

each or five for $20. 

Consider joining the Torah Fund Lega-

cy Society with a bequest for the fu-

ture. Go to this link https://

www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-

legacy-society/ for more information. 

There is no minimum gift required.  

Your contribution of any size to To-

rah Fund provides scholarships and 

programs for students at the five glob-

al Conservative/Masorti institutes of 

higher learning in New York, Los An-

geles, Israel, Latin America and Europe 

that educate our future Rabbis, Can-

tors, teachers, social workers and 

youth leaders. 

Torah Fund is the dedicated philan-

thropy of Women’s League for Con-

servative Judaism of which we are an 

affiliate. 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port. 
 

 

Carole Friedman 
Torah Fund Chair 

 

mailto:fredbbb@optonline.net
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/give/649648/#!/donation/checkout
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Suzanne Susswein    1/1 
Irwin Cohen     1/2 
Michael Ross     1/2 
Lawrence Cohen     1/7 
Donald Horowitz     1/7 
Seymour Susswein    1/7 
Stephen Zipper     1/7 
Joshua Genn     1/8 
Esta Lachow     1/13 
Robert Goodstein     1/14 
Debra Marblestone    1/14 
Sherry Amowitz     1/16 
Richard Bockstein     1/16 
Alan Weinstein     1/16 
Jerald Wohlstetter     1/16 
Steve Salem     1/17 
David Slodki     1/18 
Selma N. Stern     1/19 
Wendy J. Trontz     1/20 
Larry Friedman     1/21 
Samuel A. Scheinhaus    1/21 

Harvey Susman     1/21 
Phyliss Kayne     1/23 
Alvin Sedler     1/23 
Stephen J. Kressel     1/24 
Morey Solomon     1/24 
Barbara Nadel     1/25 
Eric List      1/26 
Marlene Scheinkopf    1/26 
Sarrina Shraga     1/27 
Barbara Zuch     1/27 
Lawrence A. Beck     1/28 
Allan Buchalter     1/28 
Ab Roher     1/28 
Judith R. Kressel     1/29 
Nancy Cohen     1/30 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Richard and Harriet Schultz   1/18 

Mark and Kathy Perlman    1/18 

Charles and Phyllis Rothman   1/19 

JanuaryBirthdays and Anniversaries 

Sisterhood Book Discussion   

Sisterhood will meet on Sunday, January 4, promptly at 10am at the 

Synagogue to speak about our next book, "All Who Go Do Not Re-

turn", a memoir by Shulem Deen. This is a deeply honest and moving 

story about a man's decision to do something so simple and so radi-

cal — to live in accordance with his own beliefs.  It is an enormously 

powerful and important book about faith, doubt and freedom. 

This is a very fascinating story told with exquisite sensitivity.  The au-

thor is a former Skever Chasid — a member of an insular Chasidic 

sect. He knows little about the outside world — only that it is to be 

shunned. His first transgression — turning on the radio — is small, 

but his curiosity leads him to the library, and later to the Inter-

net.  He begins to question his religious beliefs and later his faith un-

ravels entirely. 

The setting may be the world of Chasidic Judaism, but the insights are 

universal.  Join us for this discussion - it should be very interesting. 

Copies of the book are available at the Wantagh Public Library. 

 

Selma Stern 

Book Discussion Chairperson 
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Happy Chanukah! 
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Happy Chanukah! 
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Sisterhood Chanukah Party 
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A Note of Thanks to Our Fantastic Volunteers 

The CBT Sisterhood and Irving Freed Men’s Club thank 

the entire congregation, including our tremendous volun-

teers, the Administration, the Board of Trustees, the Secu-

rity Committee and the Custodial staff for their hard 

work, encouragement and participation in our recent Holi-

day Shopping Day event on Sunday, December 7, 2025.  

More than 70 volunteers from our congregation provided 

phenomenal support in advance, during, and after our 

event. 

Thank you to the volunteers who: 

Visited craft fairs and community festivals throughout 

the summer and fall, handed out flyers about our 

upcoming Holiday Shopping Day, collected busi-

ness cards and worked hard to talk up our event! 

Worked internally to create and approve our flyers, 

letters and contracts, and respond to our emails 

and telephone calls in a timely manner.  

Published our flyers and articles in the Shabbat Sha-

lom, Beth Tikvah Times and the CBT website, and 

submitted community calendar listings and arti-

cles in external newspapers and posted our flyers 

and event information on dozens of Social Media 

sites and websites for the Brooklyn Queens Long 

Island (BQLI) Women’s League, Federation of 

Jewish Men’s Clubs (FJMC), and local chambers of 

commerce. 

Helped bring in foot traffic to our event by handing 

out Holiday Shopping Day flyers to family, friends 

and neighbors, distributed flyers at community 

events, and posted flyers in local libraries and 

public buildings. 

Assisted vendors and shoppers at our Welcome Ta-

ble, handing out synagogue membership and Reli-

gious School information and helping vendors in 

the morning and afternoon to move their tables 

and heavy bins of merchandise in and out of the 

synagogue. 

Coordinated and implemented an impactful security 

plan, and supported the armed guards to ensure 

everyone remained safe throughout the day. 

Directed traffic for vendors and customers, managed 

the parking lot, and made it easy for Religious 

School parents to drop off /pick up their children.  

Purchased, prepared and sold food and beverages to 

those attending the Holiday Shopping Day, and to 

those volunteers who served as “food runners” 

to bring food/drinks to vendors so they did not 

have to leave their vendor tables. 

Fulfilled local middle school and high school commu-

nity service requirements by volunteering to as-

sist vendors and customers at our event, particu-

larly Ella Cook of our Religious School, and 

Congregant Myra Cohen’s grandsons, Trevor 

and Brody Lennon.   

Like last year’s successful event, our vendors told us they 

were extremely happy with their experience. They loved 

the opportunity to sell their merchandise in our clean, 

safe, indoor and heated space and appreciated the atten-

tiveness of our fantastic volunteers.  

Yasher Koach to everyone who participated! 

L'Shalom, 

Karen Seltzer, Beth Stern, Jody Wald and Larry Slutsky 

CBT Sisterhood and Men’s Club 2025 Holiday Shopping Day 
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Bikur cholim (also 

transliterated bikur ho-

lim) refers to the mitzvah 

(Jewish religious com-

mandment) to visit and 

extend aid to the sick. It 

is considered an aspect of 

gemilut chasadim 

(benevolence, selflessness, 

loving-kindness). It is tra-

ditional to recite prayers 

for healing, such as the Mi 

Shebeirach prayer in the 

synagogue, and Psalms on 

behalf of the sick. The 

earliest bikur holim socie-

ty on record dates to the 

early Middle Ages. The 

roots of bikur holim can 

be traced back to the To-

rah, when G-d visits 

Abraham after his circum-

cision (Genesis 18:1). 

Here at Congregation 

Beth Tikvah our commit-

tee strives to keep in 

touch with members who 

are ill or even just 

need to have their 

day brightened a bit. 

We send cards, make 

phone calls, visit and 

may even provide a 

drive to an appoint-

ment or assist with 

occasional shopping.  

PLEASE NOTE: Our 

winter blood drive is 

Sunday, January 18 at 

Merrick Jewish Cen-

ter, from 9:15am to 

3:15pm. Your dona-

tion of one pint of 

blood helps to save 

multiple lives! Please 

consider becoming a 

donor. Thanks you so 

much to past donors. 

It was greatly needed 

and appreciated. 

Please watch for fu-

ture notices about this 

drive. 

If you think you could 

assist with any of the 

above activities… I would 

love to have you join our 

committee. Please con-

tact Esta Lachow @ 516-

520-1546 for more infor-

mation.  

If you or someone you 

know may benefit from 

this, please contact Rabbi 

Weisblum @516-785-

2445 or 516-273-2748, or 

Esta Lachow @ 516-520-

1546. 

Shalom, 

Esta Lachow 
Committee Chair 

Bikur Cholim  

Committee  

Members 

Fran Bezerman 

Sandra Drummer 

Mollie Faber 

Helene Fruchter 

Sy Fruchter 

Leah Hartman 

Elaine Hearns 

Esther Kamlet 

Linda Katz 

Esta Lachow 

Annie Lelonek 

Lynn Menzies 

Mara Moss 

Freya Novack 

Norma Raspler 

Marian Spitzer 

Suzanne Susswein 

Sy Susswein 

Lucille Wechsler 

Bikur Cholim Committee News  
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The BIKUR CHOLIM 

COMMITTEE is look-

ing for blank greeting 

cards that you would 

like to donate.  These 

cards are used to send 

speedy recovery and 

good wishes to those 

who are sick and recov-

ering from an illness.  

Please bring any cards 

you have to the office. 

Thank you. 

Tehillim, or Psalms, have been recited by Jews for thousands of years. These ancient prayers open our 

hearts and bring renewal and strength to our daily lives. We at CBT in conjunction with Bikur Cholim have 

formed a Tehillim Circle. Please join us on the second Tuesday of most months (on request) for our 

Tehillim Service for the healing of our sick. For specific schedules of services check our Shabbat Shalom or 

call Leah Hartman at home 516-221-5133 or cell 516-459-2021. The power of this group is that it utilizes 

the collective strengths of those who are saying the psalms together. Join us and bring the names of those 

persons to be included in our prayers. If you can’t make it, call the office with the person’s name and their 

mother’s name, and we will include the person’s name in our communal listing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altruism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mi_Shebeirach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mi_Shebeirach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
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CBT Receives Grants from Citizens Philanthropic Foundation  

and Investors Foundation 

 
     By Jo-Ann Hertzman — Corporate, Foundation & Media Relations 
 

                                                                                                                                                         

 

Congregation Beth Tikvah was awarded two generous grants in the 4th quarter of 2024: a $2,500 

grant from Citizens Philanthropic Foundation and a $2,500 grant from Investors Foundation. The 

Citizens Philanthropic Foundation partnered with Investors Foundation to under-

write Congregation Beth Tikvah Times, the High Holiday and Membership Guide and our Spring 

Holiday Guide. 

 

 

 

In November, we collected toys so that sick and 

underprivileged children on Long Island could 
still receive presents during the holidays. 

On Dec. 4, I delivered the toys to the John 
Thiessen Children's Foundation, which then 

distributes these toys to children to help bright-
en up their holidays and lift their spirits.  

Once again CBT members came through! Yash-
er koach to all who donated to this very worthy 

cause. I brought a trunk full of toys to bring 
smiles to girls and boys!  

I thank Men's Club President, Jody Wald, for his 
assistance shlepping the toys from CBT to my 

awaiting trunk. Teamwork makes the dream 
work!! 

Jody joins me in wishing you a happy, HEALTHY 
2026!!  
 

Susan Wald 
Sisterhood Social Action Committee  

Co-chairwoman 
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Sisterhood continued from Page 6age  

ject for January is a winter clothing collection.  Bring 

your warm jackets, etc. and help a needy individual.  

Clean out those stuffed closets and donate your warm 

clothes that you no longer wear to help those who 

are in need. 

In conclusion, I would like to announce that Susan 

Wald (our Social Action gal) has been nominated for 

our Woman of Achievement for this year.  Susan is so 

deserving of this award and we are proud of the work 

she does for our community.  Congratulations, Susan! 

Always check your email for upcoming events.  I hope 

to see you at all of our events and wish you a very 

happy and healthy 2026! 

Ada 

this game maybe you will come to the next one.   

Under the able direction of Ab and his committee, the 

synagogue had its annual Hanukkah party on Decem-

ber 21st.  We all had a good time singing, dancing, eat-

ing, enjoying the clown and lighting the candles on the 

menorah.  Thanks to the music from the Rabbi’s band, 

the mood in the room was very freylach.  Thanks 

again to all of the volunteers who shopped, cooked 

set up and cleaned up.    

I do not know if you heard, but this year the Men’s 

Club will be honoring Dave Kamlet as man of the year 

and Corey Grantis as youth of the year.  The brunch 

will be scheduled for the spring.  I will forward more 

information as it becomes available.   

In addition, a hearty Mazal Tov goes out to Harvey 

and Marty, two members of the Men’s Club board.  

They have both been named as Congregation Beth 

Tikvah journal honorees for 2026.  See only good 

things happen when you get involved in the Men’s 

Club. 

In case you have not done so yet, please remember to 

fill out your renewal application for the Men’s Club for 

the 2025-2026 year. Then return it to the shul to the 

attention of the Men’s Club along with a check with 

your Men’s Club dues. 

All of our bowling brothers and sisters continue to 

have a lot of fun, under the able leadership of Stu.   

As a heads up, I would like to list a few of the things 

we have planned for the future so you can mark your 

calendars accordingly and reserve the dates so that 

you will be able to join us.   

*The Men’s Club will be hosting another Movie night 

on February 11th  in Bellmore.   

*Then on March 7th, the Men’s Club will be hosting a 

Bingo game in the synagogue. 

*On March 20th, the Men’s Club will be conducting 

services for yet another Men’s Club Shabbat. 

*Please keep your eyes and ears open for more infor-

mation on our upcoming annual wine sale. 

More events for the 2025-2026 year are being planned 

so pay attention to my future columns. 

I look forward to seeing you at many if not most of 

these planned events.  Remember the more you put 

into something, the more you get out of it.  My hope 

is that you will all join the Men’s Club and participate 

in all of the many activities that we offer.  We offer 

such a wide range of activities that you have to be in-

terested in some of the things we do. 

Susan and I and our entire family would like to wish 

you and yours a very Happy and Healthy secular new 

year. 

Jody   

Men’s Club continued from Page 6age  
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Donations continued from Page 3Page  

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
In Honor of 

The Rabbi's grandson's Bar Mitzvah (Anonymous Donation) 

Rabbi's grandson,Natan Yehuda Doitsh's Bar Mitzvah,  

   by Gita Freed 

The Rabbi's new grandson, by Saralynn Grandison 

The Rabbi's grandson's Bar Mitzvah, by Saralynn Grandison 

The Rabbi's new grandson, by Nell & Aaron Landman 

The Rabbi's new grandson, by Shelley & Larry Slutsky 

The Rabbi's grandson's Bar Mitzvah,  

   by Nell & Aaron Landman 

The Rabbi's grandson's Bar Mitzvah, by Barbara Epstein 

The Rabbi's new grandson (Anonymous Donation) 

The Rabbi's new grandson,  by Barbara Epstein 

 

In Memory of 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother, by Barbara Epstein 

Sheila Ciemny,  Leah Hartman's mother,   

   by Frances & Jake Zozzaro 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother, by Millicent Rinsky 

Sheila Ciemny,  Leah Hartman's mother,  

   by Friends of Congregation Beth Tikvah 

Sheila Ciemny, Leah Hartman's mother by Anna Cohen 

Stanley Rottell, Esther Kamlet's brother,  

    by Sherry & Richard Bockstein 

Stanley Rottell, Esther Kamlet's brother,  by Anna Cohen 

 

Speedy Recovery to 

Susan Wald (Anonymous Donation) 

Marty Brochstein,  by Sherry & Richard Bockstein 

 

SHIVA MEAL 

In Memory of 

David Lappen, Shelley & Larry Slutsky's Brother-in-Law,   

   by Fran & Neil Bezerman 
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Open Sundays 
10 AM– 2 PM 
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Calendar  
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Please Note: 

 

Virtual Morning Minyan: 

Sundays @ 9:00 AM 

Monday @ 8:00 AM 

Thursday @ 8:00 AM 

 

Virtual Evening Minyan: 

Monday @ 8:00 PM 

Thursday @ 8:00 PM 

 

Fri Evening Services 8 PM  

Sat Morning Services 10 AM 

 

JULIETS meets Thursdays  

12 noon-4:00 PM 

 

 

Th 1/1  New Year's Day Office Closed  

Su 1/4  Sisterhood Book Discussion 10:30 AM 

   Argyle Theatre - Annie 2:00 PM 

M 1/5  Support Group 11:00 AM 

Tu 1/6  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 1/7  Sisterhood Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/8  Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

Sa 1/10  Torah Dedication 10:00 AM 

Su 1/11  Men's Club Bowling 9:30 AM 

   Chavurah Luncheon 1:00 PM 

M 1/12  MC FJMC Regional Meeting 6:30 PM 

Tu 1/13  Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

Su 1/18  Blood Drive 9:15 AM 

M 1/19  Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

Tu 1/20  Men's Club Event 7:30 PM 

Th 1/22  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 1/25  Sisterhood Challah Bake 10:00 AM 

W 1/28  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sa 1/31  Tu B’Shevat Seder 12:00 PM 

Su 2/1  Men's Club Bowling 9:30 AM 

M 2/2  Tu B'Shevat  

Tu 2/3  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 2/4  Sisterhood Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 2/5  Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

M 2/9  Support Group 11:00 AM 

Tu 2/10  Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

W 2/11  Men's Club Movie Night 7:00 PM 

M 2/16  President's Day  

Th 2/19  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

W 2/25  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
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FRIDAY January 2 

 Candle Lighting   4:20pm  

SATURDAY January 3 

  Vayechi    10:00am  

 

 

FRIDAY January 9 

 Candle Lighting   4:27pm 

SATURDAY January 10 

  Shemot    10:00am 

 

 

FRIDAY January 16 

 Candle Lighting   4:35pm  

SATURDAY January 17 

  Va’eira    10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY January 23 

 Candle Lighting   4:43m 

SATURDAY January 24 

  Bo     10:00am 

  

 

FRIDAY January 30 

 Candle Lighting   4:51pm 

SATURDAY January 31 

  B’Shallach    10:00am 

   

 

 

 

 

DAILY MINYAN: 

 Sunday Morning   9:00am 

 Civic Holidays   8:00am 

 Monday, Thursday &  

         Rosh Chodesh      8:00am 

 Evening Minyan (when requested) 8:00pm 

Schedule of Services/Candle Lighting 

VOLUME 13 

Mailed December 30,2025 

Congregation Beth Tikvah is a proud  

member of The United Synagogue of  

Conservative Judaism. 


